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suit after knowledge; the magi, or southsayers, or
what you please to call them, had gotten the start,
and were a great way ahead, a great way before the
rest, but the people followed and advanced at a
great rate.

And this brings me down to the point.

The men of wit and learning, being hard put to
it in their new discoveries, had but three ways to
preserve the dignity of their profession, and keep
up their credit as wise men, that is, as philosophers,
magi, and the like.

1.  The first was, to pursue vigorously the study
of philosophy, that is to say, of nature, the several
branches of astronomy, astrology, geometry, and the
like.

2.  The second was, to push into the study of art,
that is to say, experimental philosophy.

3.  The last was the study of reason, viz., natural
homage, and the worship of the gods.

In the first of these they went on with great suc-
cess ; nor were they to be followed by the common
people, whose understandings could never come up
to any uncommon degrees of science, or indeed to
make any pretensions to it; and therefore those
that applied to this study kept up their credit longer
than any of the rest.

Thus the three wise men of the East are said to
come into Judea from a far country by observing an
unusual and surprising phenomenon, viz., a star at
noonday, moving in a particular orbit, and pointing
to them in a very particular manner, by which they
were, as it seems, directed to follow it, in order to
make an extraordinary discovery of some great
birth, and of some wonderful prince, whom there-
fore they ought to come and pay homage to. Some
authors tell us, these three wise men, or magi, were
three of the posterity of Abraham, by Keturah, his
last wife; that they dwelt in Arabia Felix; and